29 July 2010

Statement by John Della Bosca

I will resign my seat in the NSW Legislative Council to take a position as National Campaign Director for the National Disability Insurance Scheme. 

I have always held the view that the best measure of a civil society is reflected in the ways in which it enables all people to lead full and active lives.

For a considerable period of my tenure as a minister I held responsibility for Disability Services .This was an incredibly rewarding portfolio that allowed me to work with dedicated people, some living with disability and some supporting or caring for people with disability. During this time I commenced significant reform in disability services in NSW, known as Stronger Together.

As a Minister I also had the great opportunity to work with the community and key stakeholders to reform the ways in which our statutory insurance schemes supported people with disability. This culminated in the creation of the Lifetime Care and Support Scheme in NSW. 

I believe that fundamental change is needed to ensure our disability service system continues to meet the needs of all people with disability, their families and carers. A National Disability Insurance Scheme is essential in creating a fair and sustainable system.

Australia once lead the way in this area of public policy I believe we can do this again. 

I relish the opportunity to play a part in achieving this goal.

During my twelve years as a member of the Parliamentary Labor Party and twenty years as a Labor Party official I had the privilege of working with many outstanding people committed to improving our society. 

I wish the Premier and the NSW Parliamentary Labor Party well and every success for the future. I would also like to publicly thank my colleagues and former staff for their support and advice over many years. 

As I was for a considerable period of time Deputy Leader and Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council, I would also like to thank the Coalition and various crossbench parties represented in the Legislative Council for their courtesies to me and commitment to the democratic process.

Of course I would also like to thank my family, in particular my wife Belinda.
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